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LOS ANGELES STUDENTS STEP INTO THE SHOES
OF PROFESSIONAL DANCERS
Center Theatre Group Partners with
Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures
Company on In Our Shoes
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE A PROFESSIONAL DANCER?
How do choreographers get their ideas? What is it like to perform at the
Ahmanson Theatre? And how do director/choreographer Matthew Bourne
and his company, New Adventures, use their unique blend of theatre
and dance to create works like Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake (onstage
at the Ahmanson December 3, 2019 – January 5, 2020)?

Group Producing Director Douglas C. Baker. “It’s a privilege to have
worked closely with a fellow arts organization that shares our values for
over two decades now.”
“It’s important to us to get new, younger people in the theatre,” added
Alan Vincent, one of the teaching artists who worked with Álvarez’s
students. “Dance has become this big thing in television, but not
a lot of young people come to see dance. They learn that you can
have a lot of storytelling through movement.”
That had quickly become clear to Andrew, one of the participants. “I feel
like it’s a different way to communicate,” he said of dancing. A wellperformed step “will get through to the audience, and they’ll understand
what you’re trying to do and your message.”

A group of middle and high school students from Tiana Álvarez’s dance
classes at Los Angeles Academy of Arts and Enterprise learned the answers
That’s one of the lessons that Álvarez, whose students also participated
to these questions firsthand. Over two days in early December, they
in the In Our Shoes program during last season’s Cinderella, tries to
participated in New Adventures’ In Our Shoes program in collaboration
instill in her classroom on a daily basis. But the immersive opportunity
with Center Theatre Group, where they trained with two New Adventures
provided
by Center Theatre Group and New Adventures helps it hit home.
dancers/teaching artists, created their own dance inspired by Swan Lake,
“These
kinds
of experiences can be very transformational. It’s access
and performed it in front of the entire Swan Lake company onstage at the
and it’s equity, and our students don’t have that necessarily,” she said.
Ahmanson. A few days later, the students traded places with the company
“Some
of my students last year said, ‘I want to pursue dance.’ And if they
and sat in the audience for the Student Matinee performance of Swan Lake
didn’t
have this experience, they wouldn’t have understood what that’s
with their peers from across Southern California.
like and felt that kind of inspiration.”
Education and community programs like In Our Shoes are central to the
Watch the students in action and hear more about their In Our Shoes
missions of both Center Theatre Group and New Adventures.
experience at YOUTUBE.COM/CTGLA.
“One of the great pleasures of our collaboration with New Adventures is
bringing theatre and dance to a new generation,” said Center Theatre
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